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1

About Arts (Undergraduate)

TheMcGill campusisan oasisin the heart of the business, cultural, and entertainment centres of downtown Montreal. At the centre of the Downtown campus
isthe McCall MacBain Arts Building, the oldest building on campus and the University’s flagship. It houses classrooms, administrative offices, and Moyse
Hall, an historic and superbly equipped theatre. For years, the front steps of the Arts Building have been a favourite spot to meet and to take a respite from
therigours of coursework. In addition to the McCall MacBain Arts Building, the Faculty of Artsis housed in 22 other buildings across campus, including
historic houses and former apartment buildings across campus.

The Faculty of Arts, the faculty that lies both literally and figuratively at the heart of the University, has enjoyed steady growth since it was established in
1843 and remains by far the largest faculty at McGill. The Faculty ishometo 15 departments, 22 interdisciplinary programs, the School of Religious Studies,
three professional schools (the School of Information Studies, the School of Social Work, and the Max Bell School of Public Palicy), four institutes and 12
centres. It has over 300 tenured or tenure-track scholars, over 8,100 undergraduates and over 1,200 graduate students, and offers several hundred courses.
Despite the numbers, the majority of classesin Arts are smaller than those offered by any other large research university in Canada. The humanities and
social science disciplines that constitute the Faculty share a common endeavour: to understand the human condition in order to improve it.

The Faculty maintains bilateral exchange programs with many universities around the world and encourages students to spend aterm or two studying abroad,


http://www.mcgill.ca/arts/
http://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/

FACULTY OF ARTS, INCLUDING SCHOOL S OF INFORMATION STUDIES, RELIGIOUS STUDIES, AND SOCIAL WORK
(UNDERGRADUATE)

Course and Program Officer

Susan Sharpe

1.3 Faculty of Arts Office of Advising and Student Information Services (OASIS)
Arts OASIS provides ongoing advice and guidance on programs, degree requirements, registration issues, exams, rereads, Academic Standing, interfaculty
transfer, study away, and graduation for undergraduate Arts students.
Faculty advisersin Arts OASIS offer help managing academic situations during periods of personal, financial, or medical problems, by working with you
to identify various possibilities and strategies for making informed decisions. Arts OA SIS advisers can be contacted viaemail at adviser.arts@mcgill.ca.
Arts OASIS advisers also approve course selection for UO Arts Freshman students.
Specia requests can be made, in writing, to the Associate Dean (Student Affairs). For more information, please refer to our website at www.mcgill.ca/oasis.
2 Faculty Admission Requirements
For information about admission requirementsto the B.A., B.A. & Sc., B.S\W., or B.Th. please refer to the Undergraduate Admissions Guide, found at
www.mcgill.ca/applying.
For information about interfaculty transfers, please refer to University Regulations and Resources > Undergraduate > : Interfaculty Transfer, aswell asto
the relevant information posted on the Arts OASI S website at www.mcgill.ca/oasis.
(For information about readmission, please refer to the Arts OAS Swebsite.)
3 Faculty Degree Requirements
Each student in the Faculty of Arts must be aware of the Faculty regulations as stated in this publication and on the McGill, Arts, and Arts Office
of Advising and Student Information Services (OASIS) websites.
While departmental and Faculty advisers and staff are always available to give advice and guidance, the ultimate responsibility for completeness and
correctness of your course selection and registration, for compliance with, and completion of your program and degree requirements, and for the observance
of regulations and deadlines, restswith you. It isyour responsibility to seek guidance from Arts OASISif in any doubt; misunderstanding or misapprehension
will not be accepted as cause for dispensation from any regulation, deadline, program, or degree requirement.
To beeligible for aB.A. degree, you must fulfil all Faculty and program requirements as indicated bel ow:
e section 3.1: Minimum Credit Requirement
e section 3.2: Residency Requirement
e University Regulations and Resources > Undergraduate > Student Records > : Grading and Grade Point Averages (GPA)
e section 3.3: Time and Credit Limit for Completion of Degree
e section 3.4: About Program Requirements
e section 3.5: Course Requirements
3.1 Minimum Credit Requirement
You must complete the minimum credit requirement for your degree as specified in your letter of admission.
Students are normally admitted to afour-year degree reguiring the completion of 120 credits, but Advanced Standing of up to 30 credits may be granted if
you obtain satisfactory results in the Diploma of Collegial Studies, International Baccalaureate, French Baccalaureate, Advanced Levels, and Advanced
Placement exams. AP Examination results with a score of 4 or 5 mustbe declared by you at the time of initial registration at the University. You will not
receive credit toward your degree for any course that overlaps in content with a course successfully completed at McGill, at another university, at CEGEP,
or Advanced Placement exams, Advanced Level results, International Baccal aureate Diploma, or French Baccalaureate.
Students transferring from another university must complete a minimum of 60 McGill creditsin order to receive a McGill degree.
If you are readmitted after interrupting your studiesfor aperiod of five consecutive years or more, you may be required to complete a minimum of 60 credits
and satisfy the requirements of your program. In this case, a new GPA will be calculated. The Associate Dean (Student Affairs), in consultation with the
appropriate department, may approve alower minimum for students who had completed 60 credits or more before interrupting their studies.
18 2020-2021, Faculty of Arts, including Schools of Information Studies, Religious Studies, and Social Work
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If you are readmitted after a period of absence, you are normally subject to the program and degree requirements in effect at the time of readmission. For
more information about readmission, see the Arts OASI S website: www.mcgill.ca/oasis.

Advanced Standing Credits

For the University policy on advanced standing credits please see University Regulationsand Information > Undergraduate > Sudent Records > : Advanced
Sanding Transfer Credits, and refer to www.mcgill.ca/transfercredit/prospective see if you qualify for advanced standing and/or transfer credits. Additional
information is available at www.mcgill.ca/transfercredit and on the Arts OASIS FAQ for new students.

Arts Students who have been granted advanced standing for the International Baccalaureate, Advanced Placement examinations, GCE A-L evels,
French Baccalaureate, and other qualifications, but who wish to complete a four-year undergraduate program at McGill, will be per mitted to do
so with the appropriate limitations on the repetition of courses for which they have received exemptions. This gives students with advanced standing the
option of completing 120 McGill credits.

Please contact Arts OAS S should you wish to further discuss this with an adviser.

3.2

Residency Requirement

To obtain adegree, you must complete aminimum of 60 credits at McGill University toward the fulfilment of your degree requirements. At |east two-thirds
of al program requirements (Multi-track, Honours, Faculty) must normally be completed at McGill. In addition, some departments may require that you
complete specific components of your program at McGill.

Exceptionally, and subject to departmental approval, if you arein aminor concentration and you pursue an approved exchange or study away program, you
may complete up to half of the minor concentration requirements elsewhere.

The residency requirement for the Diplomain Environment is 30 credits completed at McGill.

3.3

Time and Credit Limit for Completion of Degree

If you need 96 or fewer credits to complete your degree requirements, you are expected to complete your degree in no more than eight terms after your initial
registration for the degree. If you are a student in the Freshman program, you become subject to these regulations one year after your initia registration.
Please speak with an Adviser in Arts OAS Sto plan your degree.

If you want to exceed the minimum credit requirement for your degree, please speak with an Adviser in Arts OAS Sto plan your degree.

Students seeking to exceed the time/credit limit typically do so for valid academic reasons, such a th48 445redf program (subject to departmental approval)
and part-time status. For "non-Advanced Standing" students, elective credits over the credit limit will normally be flagged for no credit and the grades will
not count in the CGPA.

Students entering the University with Advanced Standing status should refer to section 3.1.1: Advanced Sanding Credits for more information.

3.4

3.4.1

About Program Requirements

If you need 97 or more credits to complete your degree requirements (4-year degree), you are automatically registered in the Freshman program and are
expected to select one of the Freshman program concentrations from the Registration Menu on Minerva. For more information, refer towww.mcgill.ca/oasis.

If you need 96 or fewer credits to complete your B.A. degree requirements (3-year degree), you must select a program at the time of registration. You may
select the Multi-track system, Honours program, Joint Honours program, or Faculty program. For moreinformation, pleaserefer to the appropriate department:
www.mcgill.ca/arts/departments. If you are unsure of which program to select, contact a faculty adviser in Arts OASIS.

Freshman Program (Overview)

I1f you enter McGill directly from high school or enter with 0-23 credits of Advanced Standing, you must complete the Freshman program core requirements
(18 credits), designed to provide a basic foundation prior to selecting a departmental program the following year. You may select one of the following
Freshman program options on Minerva:

e Genera Option

e French Option

Regulations to Remeber:

e  Freshman Program core courses must be passed with agrade of "C" or better
e Coursesin U0 cannot be taken under the Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory grading option
e Advanced standing credits may possibly be used towards Freshman Program core requirements www.mcgill.ca/transfercredit/prospective
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For further details about the Freshman Program, see www.mcgill.ca/oasi s/students/new/freshman-u0 and consult the Appro
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